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@Moses assembled the entire :
are the things that HASHEM commanded, to do them:

. 2 “On‘si)-c' dz\iys, lpor'k may be done, but the seventh day shall be holy for yoa, aday of complete
rest for HASHEM; whoever does work on it shall be put to death. 3 You shall not kindle fire in any

of your dwellings on.the Sabbath day.’ ”

* Moses said to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel, saying: “This is the word that
portion for HASHEM, everyohe
gold, silver, copper; ¢ turquoise,

HASHEM has commanded, saying: 5 ‘Take from yourselves a
whose heart motivates him shall bring it, as the gift for HASHEM:

assembly of the Children of Israel and said to them: “These

1.mwm Yrpn — Moses assembled. A day earlier, on Yom Kip-
pur, Moses had come down from the mountain with the Sec- ,

ond Tablets, signifying God’s forgiveness and renewed love
for the people. Now, they were worthy of carrying out God's
command to build the Tabernacle (Rashi; Ramban). Moses
conveyed this‘command to an assemblage of the entire na-
tion —men, women, and children — because everyone would
have a share in the construction (Ramban; Or HaChaimn).

purple, and scarlet wool; linen, goat hair; 7 red-dyed ram skins, tachash skins, acacia wood; 8 oil

for illumination, spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense; ° shoham stones and

A

stones for the settings, for the Ephod and the Breastplate.’

H Nhera s On s vt Yacdhal R. Baocnsteiq

In all other occasion when Moshe speaks to the Jewish people, the
verse just states that he spoke to them, even though he presumably
, assembled them first in order to do so. Why, on this occasion, is the

/J assembling of the people mentioned explicitly in the verse?
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WithH ONE HeaRT T

The Hebrew language has a panoply of terms for the notion of assem-
bling and gathering, and so there must be a specific reason for the To-
J 1ah’s choice of the term vayakhel, from which the parashah derives its
name. Moreover, Moshe gathered the Jews to instruct them regarding
new laws he had been taught by God any number of times; why only in
this instance does the Torah make mention of Moshe’s act of assem-

bling the people?

Moshe assembled [vayakhel] the entire community of the children of

Israel and said to them, “These are the words, that God has com-
manded [you] to do.” )

(Shemos 35:1)

At the close of the previous parashah, Moshe returned to the camp
on Yom Kippur, after forty days on Mount Sinai. In his hands were the
Second Tablets. (He ‘had ascended Mount Sinai for the first time on
Shavuos, returning forty d_ays later, on the seventeenth of Tamugz; he as-
cended a second time on Rosh Chodesh Elul, returning on Yom Kippur.)
As Moshe approached the Jews’ encampment, Aharon and the people
saw a great light radiating from his face and were afraid to come near
him. Moshe called to them, affer which they approached him to Ieém
the Word of God (jbid. 34:29-31).

Rashi (on Shemos 34:32) describes the prescribed order in which

7 Moshe would teach the Oral Law E)T}Tei)zople: Moshe was taught th

law by God; Aharon came and Moshe reviewed the law for him, after
which he took a seat 1o Moshe’s left; the sons of Aharon came next, and
Moshe reviewed the law for the both of them, after which Elazar sat at

Moshe’s right and Isamar at Aharon’s left; then the Elders came, Moshe

reviewed the law yet again, and then the Elders sat down; finally the en-
Lige congregation joined them, and Moshe taught them the law.

This procedure was employed any time Moshe gave over laws God,

had taught him, except in this parashah, which begins with the word

vayakhel —- when Moshe assembled the people on the day after Yom

Kippur to teach them the laws of Shabbos and the instructions for con-

structing the Mishkan. “Moshe assembled the enlire community of the

children of Israel and said to them...” — the Torah makes no mention

of Aharon, nor does it mention Elazar and Isamar, nor the Elders.
\Before receiving the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai, the Jew-

ish people were called upon to prepare themselves in three ways. They

gbstained from marital relations, they set up boundaries so they would

not climb or even touch the mountain, and they encamped as they
never had before — in absolute unity, “as a single man, with a single
heart” (Shemos 19:2). )

’1 There was nothing incidental about these three preparations. The
orty days they spent in the Sinai desert, followed by the giving of the
Jorah, were to have brought the Jewish people to the level of Adam be-

fore he sinned. In the words of the Midrash: “ “The Tablets were made

by God and written with God’s script engraved [charus] on the Tablets’
(ibid. 32:16) — do not read ‘charus’ [engraved], but rather, ‘cheirus’ [free-

dom]”(Eiruvin 54a). The Tablets were to have rendered the Jews free ofy\

<the Angel of Death, as Adam had been before his sin introduced death
in the world.

In order to reach this level of cheirus, the Jewish people had to over-

come three fundamental human weaknesses — fa’avah (lust), kinah,

(icalousy), and kavod (haughtiness) — to rectify the three basic human.

relationships to which they correspond.
o Pursuing one’s desires and succumbing to lust indicates a break-

down in man’s relationship with himself; rather than his intellect over-
coming his animalistic inclinations, one who follows his desires allows
the animal within him to rule. The second weakness, succumbing to jeal-

g&/ ousy; indicates a breakdown in man's relationship wi is fell ;

“ tnurder is but an end result of the disintegration of human interaction

that begins with jealousy. The third weakness, succumbing to haughti-
ness, indicates a breakdown in man’s relationship to God; man’s pursuil
of personal honor denies that all greatness and glory must, be attributed
to God alone.
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At Mount Sinaij, about to receive the Torah, the Jews were called

upon Lo make preparations that would rectify these weaknesses, which
are common to all mankind. Abstaining from marital relations was to

/Nhave remedied their Tust; the unity expressed through their encamp-

ment was to have remedied their jealousy; and, restricting themselves
from ascending Mount Sinai, and the awe Lhis created, was to have rem-
edied their haughtiness. Had they succeeded in freeing themselves of
these basic weaknesses, the Jewish people would have reached the level
of Adam prior to his sin of eating from the tree of knowledge. These acts
would have brought great rectification to all mankind.

When they ate from the tree of knowledge, the progenitors of man-
kind succumbed to each of these three basic weaknesses, and so created
a flaw in all forms of human relationship. When Chava was seduced by
the serpent’s promise, “You will be like God” (Bereishis 3:4), her desire
for glory led to a breakdown in the man-God relationship. When she
saw that the fruit was “good to eat and desirable [fa’avah] to the eyes” \)

(ibid., 6), her lust led to a breakdown in the man-self relationship.
Finally, when she gave the fruit to Adam to eat because she did not want.
to suffer punishment alone (Rashi, ibid.), Chavah's jealousy led to a
breakdown in the man-man relationship.

Despite this inauspicious beginning in the history of human rela-
tionships, the descendants of Adam and Chavah were given a gumber
of opportunities to make amends. The very first relationship between
p man and his fellow man was the relationship between Adam’s two sons.
Had Kayin and Hevel lived as brothers should, with selfless love and ap-




I W e

preciation for one another, they would have rectified the sin of kinah: : (e8] D%@f&?}m
but Kayin’s kinah caused him to kill his brother. Mankind was then R \ o

r~tested in man’s relationship to himself; but the generation of the Flood L

succumbed to animalistic desires, and the lust in which they indulged

brought destruction to the entire world. Man's relationship to_God

could still have been rectified, for Aviaham was sent to teach the world

¢ the proper man-God relationship; but Nimrod and his generation re-

belled and built the Tower of Babel.
After this, humanity at large was removed from center stage in
God's plan for world rectification, and it was replaced by the progeni-

Atoning for the Chet Ha'egel—in the Merit of the Tzibbur

Building the Mishkan required the involvement of all of Am Yisrael, for its
construction indicated and symbolized that Hashem had forgiven the nation for the sin
of the Golden Calf. Hashem’s willingness to pardon them for this grave transgression

'})f was only in the zechus of the tzibbur, the full assemblage of Klal Yisrael.

Chazal’s words (Brachos 32b) make this clear: At the time of Chet Haegel Hashem

tors of the Jawish people: Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. Each of the decided to wipe out the Jewish People and to establish a new nation from Moshe
three patriarchs rectified in part what mankind at large had failed to ac- Rabbeinu’s offspring, as Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself said, “I shall annihilate them,
complish. Ayraham, who was the paradigm of kindness — the basic ele- and I shall make you into a great nation” (Shemos 32:10).

ment in man’s relationship to man — effected a level of rectification for ) )

the sin of jealcusy. Yitzchak, who was the paradigm of awe and fear of To this Moshe Rabbeinu responded: “Master of the World! If a chair that rests on
God — the basic element in man’s relationship to God — effected a . three legs cannot stand before You when You are angry, then certainly a chair that is
level of rectification for the sin of haughtiness. And Yaakov, who was held up by only one leg [will not be ableto stand}!” (That is to say, if the merit of the

three Avos cannot withstand the force of Your wrath, how cowld a nation that would be
based on my merit alone survive?) Hashem accepted Moshe Rabbeini’s argument and
* tefillos, and the Jewish nation was allowed to survive. (Shemos 39:9--14)

the paradigm of truth — the basic element in man’s relationship to
himself — effected a level of rectification for Lhe sin of succumbing to
lust and the need to overcome the animal within.

In the Sinai desert, the descendants of Avraham, Yitzchak, and

' ¥ It is clear, then, that the continued existence of Am Yisrael, the fact that it was able to
Yaakov were called upon to complete the process of rectification in all avoid annihilation, was only because of the klal—the massive, unified multitude of the

these areas, which earlier generations had failed to accomplish. Tested Jewish People. Hashem expressed His willingness to establish a new nation from the
in the man-man relationship, the hearts of the Jewish people became offspring of Moshe, and Moshe argued that a nation empowered by a single founding
one; tested in the man-self relationship, they overcame lust, abstaining ®-
from marital relations; and tested in the man-God relationship, filied .
with awe, they did not approach the divine.

. ,& But before these rectifications they had achieved could take effect,

father would not last. A nation that stems from an individual cannot survive; only a
nation that stems from a fzibbur can endure in an eternal existence.

everything ruptured. The sin of the golden calf completely reversed all At the time when Hakadosh Baruch Hu forgave the Jewish nation for the sin of the
that the Jews had accomplished. Worshiping the symbol of the calf wasa _ Golden Calf, He issued the command to erect the Mishkan (Shemos 33:11), and the
return to the weakness of haughtiness — a breakdown in their relation- Jews were commanded to bring gold to supply its requirements. “Hakadosh Baru.ch
ship to God. The murder of Chur and the Elders, who stood up in protest Hu said: Let the gold for the Mishkan come and atone for the gold fmfn Wl"lich t.he
of their idolatrous behavior, was a return to jealousy — a breakdown in egel was made” (Midrash Tanchuma, Parshas Terumah #8). ‘Six?ce Am Yisrael's enu're ’
their relationship with their fellow man. The eating, drinking, and sex- existence after Chet Hakgel was based only on the power of life th?" stems from its
- - tzibbur-dimension, we conclude that the building of the Mishkan, which is understood)

yal transgression which accompanied their worship of the calf (Rashi, u to atone for Chet Hakgel, miust be a tzibbur-based effort, not merely the efforts of a

Shermnos 32:6) was a return to lust — a breakdown in man’s relationship collection of individuals.

with himself. 3\

With everything the nation had achieved over a period of forty
days disintegrating through a single incident, it is only logical that the
forgiveness from God that Moshe brought with him the second time he

Hakhel as the Foundation for'Building the Mishkan

We can understand, therefore, why the parshah was said in a “hakhel” setting: The

descended the mountain would be contingent on some new form of assemblage of the entire congregation of Yisrael was itself the purpose of this “hakhel”
rectification in each of these three areas. Through the construction of session. Jn fact, the task of constructing the Mishkan Was given to this entire large
the Mishkan, which served to rectify the sin of the golden calf (accord- gathering, for their unified efforts to fulfill that task were the underlying cause for
ing to Rashi, Ramban, and Sefomo), the Jewish people returned all the forgiveness of the sin of the egel. Gaining this forgiveness was the purpose of the

r glory to God. The day Moshe descended the mountain was Yom Kippur, command given to build the Mishkan, and to this end Moshe gathered t.ogether the
when abstaining from eating, drinking, and marital relations rectify the entire nation and created a state of unity among them as a vital precondition to the
sin of lust. The one remaining area requiring rectification, therefore, building of the Mishkan.

was jealousy — the relationship between man and his fellow man.

To this end Moshe assembled the Jewish people. His primary pur-
_pose in this gathering of the nation was not to teach a pew law, far if
that were the case, he would have followed the prescribed order, teach-

We must bear in mind that the sin of the egel caused a splintering within Klal Yisrael,
for all those who sin remove themselves from the klal; thus, when someone deserves a
punishment of kareis, he literally cuts himself off from the main body of Klal Yisrael,
as the pasuk regarding the punishment of kareis states: “ V’nichras meiamav - He shall

ing first Aharon, then Aharon’s sons, then the Elders, and only after- be cut off from his people” (Shemtos 30:33). Moshe needed to gather and unify the
wards the people. In this case, however, Moshe’s intention was to rec: nation so that the Shechinah would hover over them, as the verse declares, “And Moshe
tify the man-man relationship among Jews, to remove their jealous atti- assembled the entire congregation of the people of Yisrael”
tudes. The Torah ernphasizes this through its use’of the word vayakhel, @ al herine together all of Brei Yistacl: o
i s i i i . i itional purpose in gathering together all of Bnel Xisrael:
ding to Moshe's intention to rekindle their sense of kehillah — com- Hence there was an addi P > :
f‘J/ alluding make Hashem's forgiveness for the sin of the egel complete by endowing the nation

munity and unity.

8 with the status of a tzibbur—a most lofty status, one that can bring about atonement

)\?’ | for sins, as we experience every Yom Kippur, when transgressors join the faithful in
T - - communal prayer, and in this way they receive atonement as well, Indeed, we declare as
The Beis Hamikdash—A Unifying Force for Yisrael : much before we recite the fefillah of Kol Nidrei: “We permit davening together with the

. . sinners”—a declaration that overrides any rulings that would not allow their inclusion
Based on our discussion, we can begin to grasp the great significance of the power .

of the tzibbur—the entire congregation of Klal Yisrael—and the unity of our nation.
Forgiveness for the sin of the Golden Calf came about in the merit of the tzibbur and its
j—/‘é ense of solidarity, as manjfest in the construction of the Mishkan, where the Shechinah

prevailed. \J/
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within the J ewish People?

The Vilna Gaon offers a fascinating explanation of this matter, saying

e e —

7exact1y about the Mishkan that will cause the Divine Presence to dwell
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3

Daa5a nebons .

R. <} mbugf
R « M

that the very fact that the people are united around the holy endeavor
of building the Mishkan is what will cause the Divine Presence to dwell

“premim M By mUn REDOIRD™Y

among them.’ In other words, it is not the existence of the Mishkan

RPW NN OTR DYwa 8r°

per se that brings Hashem close to His people, but the fact that it serves
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as a focal unifying point around which they encamp and live their lives!
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It is that unity that allows the entity known as the Assembly of Israel to

\ mgnT AR OpY I OR YR 9D

become a dwelling for the Divine Presence.*

~ Inlightof this, we can understand why the verse emphasizes Moshe
assemibling the people on this occasion, for the topic he was resentin
to them—the construction of the Mishkan—would only be capable of

Cporw Sawa pU AR by Y R f;[/
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achieving its function of allowing the Divine Presence to reside among
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Israel if they were assembled and unified around it.
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